Physicians contracting with managed care, Medicare, and Medicaid.
Managed care has become an ever important form of health care delivery, yet little is known about the characteristics of providers contracting with managed care organizations. Using data from a national survey of 4,729 physicians, we find that market conditions, specialty, and sociodemographics all affect a physician's decision to contract with managed care. Moreover, most of these characteristics also have similar effects on a physician's decisions to participate in Medicare and Medicaid. The latter result implies that physicians view managed care, Medicare, and Medicaid similarly when making contracting decisions, although financial incentives in these insurance programs are different.